WOCA Newsletter
May 31, 2014

From the President:
Greetings, WOCA members, as well as past members and prospective members.
With June arriving and our annual conference less than two months away, it’s a can’t-missthis-deadline time to catch up. This year’s WOCA conference is July 25-27 at “Trees for
Tomorrow” in Eagle River. As usual, we’ll hold our casual campfire cookout Friday night,
starting about 5 p.m., and devote Saturday (July 26) to our speakers’ lineup. Here are some
details regarding fees, etc.
Conference Fees, Lodging: $90 per person for those staying on campus all weekend
(includes 2 nights’ lodging with bedding, 2 meals (Saturday breakfast and lunch), registration,
and social hour); $65 per person for 1 night’s lodging and all day Saturday, two meals
(Saturday breakfast and lunch); $40/person for commuters and Saturday only participants,
includes Saturday breakfast and lunch).
We will bunk in the Spruce Dorm, directly across the lawn oval from the Education Hall.
Trees will provide a staff person on campus until 7 p.m. Friday. They will put keys in the “Late
Arrival Box” for those arriving after 7 p.m. As a reminder, TFT provides pillows, sheets and
blankets. Those staying on campus must bring their own towels and washcloths.
For our workshops: The big classroom will be available from Friday at 2 p.m. until Saturday 5
p.m. A projector will be available both days for our use. Meal Times: Saturday breakfast, 7 to 8
a.m., Saturday lunch, 11:45 am to 12:45 p.m., and a Saturday Social (wine and snacks) at 5
p.m. in the Dining Hall.
Conference Registration: I’ve attached the 2014 conference registration form. Please fill it
out ASAP and mail it, along with your fee, to our conference coordinator, Cheryl Todea, at TFT.
Auction Items & Raffle Prizes: We have contacted about 50 companies and/or their
representatives for our fund-raising silent auctions and door prizes. Remington, Daisy, St. Croix
fishing rods, Danner boots, Field Logic (the Block) and Clam Corp. were quick to respond, so
we’re off to a good start. As a reminder, all items solicited for WOCA cannot be sold for profit
on eBay, Craig’s List, etc. Let’s not jeopardize the good will of companies that support WOCA.

Speakers Lineup
Our list of speakers is set. Here’s our lineup, and the times of their presentations July 26:
8:10 to 9 a.m.: One Person, Two Perspectives: The DNR & the Media
 Ed Culhane & Laurel Steffes: These longtime WOCA members covered the DNR
while working as newspaper reporters, and then “went to the other side” to help the
DNR deal with reporters and other media. They’ll tell us the challenges of both roles,
and what they learned as DNR PIOs that could help us cover DNR-related issues.
9:10 to 10:10 a.m.: The Hmong American Sportsmen Club
 Cher Pao Vang, spokesman
 Peter Yang, Wausau Hmong Association, spokesman
Wisconsin’s Hmong community has many dedicated hunters and anglers. Vang and
Yang will discuss the Hmong’s hunting/fishing heritage and how they’re adapting to
Wisconsin’s (and North America’s) hunting/fishing traditions. What challenges remain, and how
well do we understand their hunting/fishing culture?
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10:15 to 11:45 a.m.: Point-Counterpoint: Wolf Hunts & Park Hunts: Room for Common Ground?
Panel Discussion featuring:
 Rachel Tilseth, Wolves of Douglas County
 Peter David, Tribal biologist GLIFWC
 Rob Bohmann, Chairman, Wisconsin Conservation Congress
 Dave Mabie, houndsman, Price County WCC
 Paul Kuhlman, WCC and Ice Age Trail Alliance rep, St. Croix Falls
 Todd Schaller, DNR Chief Warden
2012 was a contentious year in Wisconsin’s outdoor community. Lawmakers drafted
legislation for the state’s first regulated wolf season and directed that all state parks be open
to hunting and trapping. The debates carried over into 2013 on various fronts, including a
lawsuit to prevent the use of hounds to hunt wolves, and a question on the Spring hearings
ballot to open state parks to hunting and trapping. The issues attracted a diverse crowd at the
hearings in several counties. The expanded crowd influenced statewide votes on various issues
at the hearings, and several nonhunters won seats as Conservation Congress delegates.
1 to 2 p.m.: Time for Change? Challenging the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation
 Tom Heberlein, professor emeritus of rural sociology, UW-Madison
The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation arose from efforts by conservation
titans like Theodore Roosevelt, Gifford Pinchot and Aldo Leopold to use science-based
management to restore the continent’s wildlife. As we move deeper into the 2000s, however,
the Model seems to be struggling with problems caused by overabundant species like whitetailed deer and Canada geese. Heberlein also asks if today’s media are prepared to
challenge and explain the politics and “best available science” in ways that move the
process forward.
2:15 to 3:05 p.m.: Groundwater Conflicts: Protecting Surface Water from Pumping Demands
 Professor George Kraft, UW-Stevens Point
Threading the Needle of Water Use and Healthy Lakes and Streams
 Justin Isherwood, Author & Healthy Grown potato farmer
Kraft and Underwood will discuss water conservation issues confronting Wisconsin, and
the growing demands for high-capacity wells targeting water resources.
_______

WOCA-related news …
 James Wolfred Taylor died March 31. Jim wrote an outdoor column for the Wisconsin
State Journal during the 1950s and then worked for the Wisconsin Conservation
Department and later the DNR. He served as editor of Wisconsin Natural Resources
Magazine from 1977 to 1987, when he retired. To read his entire obituary, visit
http://host.madison.com/news/local/obituaries/taylor-james-wolfred/article_91abafd78d2a-5fe5-9597-f02fe84c7960.html.
 Please send me any news items about you or your show, business or website. This
includes any awards or special recognitions you’ve earned since August 2013. We’d like
to share your news with all WOCA members.
 We recently updated our email directory of members, lapsed members and
prospective members. See the attached PDF of our membership rolls. Please review,
send me corrections or additions, and let Patrick Durkin know if you notice any missing
members or prospective members.
 If you haven’t renewed your annual WOCA membership, print off the attached form
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and fill it out. Please send your renewal to Tom Muench as soon as possible, or renew in
person during the conference in July.
 Please do all you can to recruit members. I have to say I’ve been stymied in several
attempts to recruit new members. Although I’ve received commitments from two or
three newbies to join (well, they said they would, anyway), most of the 15 or so people
I’ve approached ignored my invitations. In following up with a couple of them, I
couldn’t help but feel like a Bible thumper waiting to proselytize at their door while they
hid in the basement. Well, let’s keep trying.

Member News …
Plan Ahead for the 50th Annual Governor’s Fishing Opener
Hayward will host the 50th Annual Governor’s Fishing Opener, presented by Wisconsin
Indian Head Country, in May 2015. Attendance is by invitation only for active media members.
WOCA members interested in attending should contact Deb Sterchy, executive manager,
Wisconsin Indian Head Country Inc., P.O. Box 628, Chetek, WI 54728; (800) 826-6966, or
wihc@centurytel.net.
The cost is about $125, and includes meals and lodging. WOCA members who attended
this year included Paul Smith, Gene Cooper, Steve Suman, Dave Carlson and Tim Eisele. Next
year WIHC hopes all past Warren Knowles Award winners will attend. WOCA members who
have received this award include Gene Cooper, Tim Eisele, Bob Wilberscheid and the late Jim
Stokes.
The Governor’s Fishing Opener was begun by Gov. Warren Knowles, who served as
governor from 1965 to 1971. Knowles launched the event to focus attention on Northwoods
communities, and get towns and counties working together on tourism promotions. The
opener helps anglers statewide learn about fishing opportunities on different lakes.
– Tim Eisele

WOCA members Gene Cooper and Tim Eisele recalled earlier years when Gov. Warren Knowles
fished at the Governor’s Fishing Opener. Photo by Jim Bishop
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Libby Dorn named executive director at Trees For Tomorrow
Trees For Tomorrow in Eagle River has been WOCA’s unofficial home nearly every year
since it formed in 1977. Members know what they’re getting with this pleasant northern
Wisconsin meeting facility, including a helpful staff and cabin-type atmosphere.
When WOCA members return to Eagle River late next month, we’ll meet Libby Dorn, the
new executive director for TFT, which celebrates its 70th anniversary this year. In addition,
longtime TFT staffer Cheryl Todea has been promoted to assistant director; and Carol Olson,
TFT’s office manager, recently celebrated her 25th anniversary at Trees.
Dorn has been executive director of TFT since January. She previously founded and
directed Brown County Extension’s FIELDS program, an environmental science educational
program for northeastern Wisconsin. She also served as a national training specialist with the
University of Wisconsin-Extension, and as director of Fallen Timbers Environmental Center in
Seymour for over 25 years.
Dorn replaces Maggie Bishop, who took a job with the local school system. Bishop is still
involved at TFT and said the change is good for all organizations. With school budgets getting
tighter, Trees must attract new groups. If you can help Dorn make new contacts with teachers,
Scout groups, churches, retiree groups, service clubs, etc., send her your suggestions.
“As with many non-profit organizations, Trees For Tomorrow is working on a long-term,
efficient, and sustainable budget to fund its programs the next 70 years,” Dorn said. “This will
happen with good fiscal management, as well as diversity in fundraising methods and
program scheduling.”
TFT is working to bring a CCC worker statute to its campus to honor workers who helped
with natural resources projects and to educate students about these conservation efforts.
Contact Dorn at (715) 479-6456, or cell phone (715) 460-0004, or libby@treesfortomorrow.com.
– Tim Eisele, TFT Advisory Council member

Libby Dorn, front row third from the right, with the Trees For Tomorrow Advisory Council in April.

 Steve Henry is representing WOCA on the Wisconsin Fisheries Advisory Council, a DNR
initiative led by Ron Bruch, the agency’s new director of its fisheries bureau. The group
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met March 29 at the Mead Wildlife Area Visitors Center, and will meet later this year for
an overnighter, probably in Stevens Point, to consider and possibly decide which items
the Council will support.
 Bill Berry chronicles Wisconsin’s landmark DDT fight of the late 1960s in a new Wisconsin
Historical Society Press book, Banning DDT: How Citizen Activists in Wisconsin Led the
Way (Paperback: $18.95). The book portrays pivotal moments in the birth of the modern
environmental activist era that led to the 1968-69 trial in Madison over DDT. The hearing
was one of the first chapters in contemporary environmental citizen activism. Berry
documents that hearing and shares how citizen activism, science and law forged
Wisconsin's DDT battles, thus creating new ways to forge public policy.
 WOCA member Sarah Barlow was selected as a feature speaker for the Georgia
Recreation and Parks Association’s fall convention. Her topic will be “Fishing Line
Recycling: It’s Cheap, It’s Easy, and it’s Critical for our Recreational Waters.” She and
her father, WOCA member Arthur Barlow, helped establish the monofilament line
recycling program, which is much like the one in Wisconsin. Barlow said Wisconsin DNR
staff helped provide the resources to get it going.
 Patrick Durkin photographed WOCA members Dan Small, Dean Bortz and Dan Durbin
at the Madison Deer & Turkey Expo during brief visits to their busy booths. As you’ll see,
Dan has truly arrived, judging that there is now a Dan Small bobble-head doll available
for the masses. The Deer & Turkey Expo was hectic as usual. It doesn’t seem possible
that WOCA member Glenn Helgeland has been running that operation 30 years
already. To read his profile of Helgeland and his Deer & Turkey Expo series, visit this link:
http://host.madison.com/sports/recreation/outdoors/patrick-durkin-glenn-helgelandstill-has-passion-for-deer-turkey/article_2e2da931-08f7-55c6-bd69-181b4602138c.html


Dean Bortz and Dan Durbin, Wisconsin Outdoor News.
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Outdoor Wisconsin host Dan Small with mini-Dan.

---------Member Awards & Recognitions …
 Arthur Barlow was named “volunteer of the year” for his work at Lake Chapman and
Sandy Creek Park in Georgia. He received the award from the mayor of Athens, Ga.,
during a recognition banquet.
 Durkin takes 2nd in WNA contest for Local Outdoors Column, 3rd in environmental
reporting: WOCA president Patrick Durkin won second place in the Wisconsin
Newspaper Association’s “Better Newspaper and Advertising Contest” for “Local
Outdoor Column.” He received the award at the WNA’s annual convention Feb. 28 in
Pewaukee. For the outdoors column, the judges wrote: “Patrick Durkin shows writing
about the outdoors includes confronting those who break the rules. And his look at the
Chippewa tribes’ elk hunt showed great sensitivity. His writing is impressive.” For the
environmental reporting award, the judges wrote: “Great reporting on the lucrative
fishing industry.”

From the 2013 WOCA Conference:
WOCA Officers …
At last year’s business meeting at Trees for Tomorrow (July 27, 2013), attendees elected
WOCA’s 2013-2014 officers:






President: Patrick Durkin re-elected
Vice President: Bob Haase
Treasurer: Tom Muench re-elected
Secretary: Laurel Steffes re-elected
Webmaster/Newsletter editor (jobs now combined): Patrick Durkin
6



Membership chair: Bob Haase

WOCA Board of Directors …



Continuing directors: Art Barlow, Jerry Kiesow, J Bob Wilberscheid, Dave Zeug, Lisa
Gaumnitz.
New directors: Dave Zeug, Roger Sabota

WOCA Budget …


As of July 28, 2013, the WOCA treasury had a balance of $5,163.26, the largest in the
organization’s history.
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